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FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8440 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S LAHORE MEETING WITH PRESIDENT YAHYA 

1. SUMMARY: TONE OF VISIT THROUGHOUT WAS FRANK AND CORDIAL WITH PRESIDENT YAHYA AND SECRETARY YUSUF EMPHASIZING THEME QUOTE WE 
ARE GLAD YOU HAVE COME TO SEE US AS WE ARE UNQUOTE. IN NINETY MINUTE DISCUSSION MAY 24 WITH SECRETARY ROGERS AND PARTY, PRESIDENT 
YAHYA AND COLLEAGUES DISCUSSED PAK INTERNAL SITUATION FORTHRIGHTLY AND AT SOME LENGTH MADE PITCH FOR CONTINUED ECONOMIC AID AND 
FOR DIRECT MILITARY SALES AND SENT FRIENDLY MESSAGE TO AFGHAN KING. SECRETARY AND PARTY DESCRIBED U.S. EFFORTS IN MIDDLE EAST AND 
SOUTHEAST ASIA AND REVIEWED LONGER TERM RELATIONS WITH USSR. SECRETARY SUGGESTED U.S. WOULD CONTINUE ECON AID TO PAKISTAN AND 
WAS NONCOMMITTAL ON MILITARY SALES. END SUMMARY 

2. PAKISTAN INTERNAL SITUATION. IN LENGTHY DISCUSSION WITH FREQUENT QUESTIONS FROM SECRETARY, YAHYA ATTRIBUTED ADMINISTRATIVE 
COLLAPSE BASICALLY TO (A) LACK OF SENSE OF POLITICAL PARTICIPATION BY INTELLECTUALS, POORER CLASSES AND OTHERS, (B) IMBALANCE 
BETWEEN QUOTE SOCIAL SECTOR UNQUOTE AND DEVELOPMENT, I.E., INADEQUATE IMPROVEMENT IN CURRENT LIVING STANDARDS, (C) NEGLECT OF 
EAST PAKISTAN, AND (D) CORRUPTION AND NEPOTISM. SAID MARTIAL LAW PUT OUT QUOTE FLAME BUT NOT FIRE UNQUOTE. HE MOVING AS QUICKLY AS 
POSSIBLE TOWARD RESTORATION NORMAL DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES BUT TIMING DEPENDED ON QUOTE CONDITIONS AND CIRCUMSTANCES UNQUOTE. 
YAHYA SAID PARLIAMENTARY FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND MAXIMUM REGIONAL AUTONOMY WERE WIDESPREAD DEMANDS: HE WOULD INSURE FREE 
ELECTIONS BY NOT IMPOSE SPECIFIC CONSTITUTIONAL FORMS. YAHYA DESCRIBED PRESENT SITUATION AS NOT ONE OF MILITARY REPRESSION FORCED 
ON PEOPLE BUT ONE WHICH WAS WELCOMED BY RELIEVED POPULACE AS SAVING COUNTRY FROM CHAOS. STRESSED HIS OWN DESIRE TO GO BACK TO 
BEING A SOLDIER ASAP. 

3. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. YAHYA, ASSISTED BY DEPUTY CHAIRMAN PLANNING COMMISSION M.M. AHMAD, MADE EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION ON ECON 
DEVELOPMENT RESULTS. YAHYA SAID PAK DEVELOPMENT SUCCESS WAS AS MUCH VINDICATION OF U.S. PHILOSOPHY OF ASSISTANCE AS PROOF OF 
PAKISTAN'S ABILITY TO HELP ITSELF. RECENT CRISIS, ACCORDING AHMAD, SHOWED GROWTH ALONE NOT ENOUGH AND MUST BE BLENDED WITH SOCIAL 
JUSTICE. THIS REQUIREMENT MADE PAK ASSISTANCE NEEDS MORE URGENT THAN EVER AND POINTED NEED TO (A) NEED FOR RESTORATION DL FUNDS 
TO EARLIER LEVELS, (B) IMPORTANCE OF EARLY IDA CONTRIBUTION, (C) PAK NEED FOR PL-480 GRAIN ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN WITHOUT QUOTE 
NORMAL RESTRICTIONS UNQUOTE AND (D) EAST PAK REQUIREMENTS FOR FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER DEVELOPMENT. SECRETARY SAID HE 
UNDERSTOOD PAK POINT OF VIEW BUT PRESENT SITUATION (MLA) PRESENTED PROBLEMS FOR SOME IN U.S. HE INDICATED WE HAD ASKED CONGRESS 
FOR $140 MILLION COMMODITY LOAN FY 1970 AND SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO LATTER TWO POINTS. 

4. MILITARY SUPPLY. YAHYA MADE BRIEF BUT EMPHATIC REFERENCE ALONG EXPECTED LINES TO NEED PURCHASE U.S. ARMS TO ENSURE PAKISTAN'S 
SAFETY. SECRETARY QUESTIONED YAHYA'S CLAIM THAT PAKISTAN'S SAFETY WAS THREATENED BUT ASSURED YAHYA MATTER WAS BEING CAREFULLY 
CONSIDERED. IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION, YAHYA RE-EMPHASIZED SERIOUSNESS OF PAK ARMS SUPPLY SITUATION AND PAK REQUEST TO U.S., SAYING 
PAK WOULD HAVE TO HAVE SOME SOURCE OF SUPPLY. 

5. SOUTHEAST ASIA. SECRETARY SAID U.S. HAD NO DESIRE IMPOSE ANY PARTICULAR POLITICAL SYSTEM IN SOUTH VIETNAM: SO LONG AS OUTCOME 
REFLECTED WILL OF PEOPLE, U.S. OBJECTIVES WOULD BE SATISFIED IF NVN NOT PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE SERIOUSLY, U.S. WOULD CONTINUE 
EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN SOUTH VIETNAM THAT IT COULD ASSUME LARGER SHARE OF RESPONSIBILITY SECRETARY EMPHASIZED THAT SIMPLE U.S. 
PULLOUT OF VIETNAM WOULD BE FOLLOWED IN SHORT TIME BY CHINESE CONTROL OF ENTIRE AREA AND THAT THIS FEARED BY COUNTRIES OF AREA. 

HE INDICATED U.S. WILLING AID ECONOMICALLY BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM FOLLOWING SATISFACTORY SETTLEMENT. HE EXPRESSED 
UNCERTAINTY ABOUT SOVIET ASSISTANCE IN ARRIVING AT SETTLEMENT, BUT POINTED TO SOVIETS' GREAT CONCERN NOW OVER CHINA. SECRETARY 
SAID U. S. WANTS NO LAND BASES OR OTHER SPECIAL PRIVILEGES IN VIETNAM: WE DESIRE ONLY THAT CHINA NOT TAKE OVER. HE ASKED YAHYA IF 
PAKISTAN COULD BE OF ASSISTANCE. YAHYA DESCRIBED PAKISTAN'S OBJECTIVES IN AREA AS SIMILAR AND PROMISED TO BE RESPONSIVE TO ANY 
SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR HELP, MENTIONING PARTICULARLY PAK DIALOGUE WITH CHINA. 

6. MIDDLE EAST. ASST. SECTY SISCO, WITHOUT DISCUSSING SPECIFICS OF POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT, TOLD YAHYA U.S. HAD BEEN SEEKING DEFINE 
COMMON GROUND WITH USSR IN BILATERALS, WHICH COULD BE PASSED TO BOTH SIDES THROUGH JARRING. SIMILAR DIALOGUE UNDERWAY IN FOUR 
POWER TALKS. HARDENING OF POSITIONS BETWEEN PARTIES ON BOTH SIDES PLUS DETERIORATING SITUATION IN AREA MADE THIS MOST DIFFICULT. 
YAHYA MADE NO SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT BUT SEEMED TO APPLAUD U.S. EFFORTS. 

7. CENTO. FONSEC YUSUF GAVE ELOQUENT DESCRIPTION OF PAK POSITION TOWARD CENTO, ASKING HOW PAKISTAN COULD BE ACTIVE IN MILITARY 
ASPECTS OF CENTO WHEN USSR NOW A SOURCE OF MILITARY SUPPLY HE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT PAK POSITION ON CENTO, WITH TWO 
AMBASSADORS AND MFA DIRECTOR AT TEHRAN, WAS NOT AS MERE OBSERVER. SECRETARY SAID U.S. HAD SOUGHT BETTER RELATIONS WITH USSR AND 
WITH CHINA BUT CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND BREZHNEV DOCTRINE SHOWED HOW LITTLE USSR HAD CHANGED. ASSURED YAHYA HE UNDERSTOOD HIS 
POSITION AND HAD NO INTENT PRESSURE HIM ON CENTO. SEPARATELYGEN. PIRAZADA INDICATED PAKS HAD NO INTENTION OF LEAVING EITHER SEATO 
OR CENTO. 

8. AFGHANISTAN. YAHYA, IN BRIEF DISCUSSION OF PAK-AFGHAN PROBLEMS, SAID HE WANTED TO IMPROVE RELATIONS AND ASKED SECRETARY TO 
CONVEY THIS ASSURANCE TO KING. SECRETARY AGREED TO DO SO. 

9. INDO-PAK RELATIONS. YAHYA DID NOT DEVOTE LARGE AMOUNT TIME TO INDO-PAK TROUBLES BUT TOOK FAIRLY HARD LINE ON INDIAN INTRANSIGENCE 
RE KASHMIR AND FARRAKA. SAID IT WAS ALMOST USELESS TALK TO PEOPLE WHO WOULD NOT ADMIT PROBLEM EXISTED. INDICATED HE WAS WILLING 
GO ON TRYING, HOWEVER, AND DID NOT SUGGEST GOP CONTEMPLATED ANY NEW TACTICS IN NEAR FUTURE. ASKED IF SECRETARY WOULD BE WILLING 
HELP IN DIALOGUE WITH INDIA. SECRETARY RESPONDED U.S. COULD NOT ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR SOLUTION TO PROBLEM BUT IF BOTH SIDES 
WANTED, WE WOULD BE WILLING TRY BE HELPFUL IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE. 














10. ENDC. YUSUF EXPRESSED HOPE WE WOULD NOT AGREE TO SOV PROPOSAL TO ACCEPT JAPANESE-MONGOLIAN CANDIDACIES FOR ENLARGEMENT 
OF ENDC. SINCE THIS REDUCED PAKISTANI'S CHANCES OF MEMBERSHIP. PEDERSEN LATER GAVE HIM U.S. STATEMENT ACCEPTING THIS FORMULA 
POINTING OUT SPECIFIC U.S.-SOV AGREEMENT ENLARGEMENT COULD NOT STOP THERE. 

ROGERS 


Return to This Volume Home Page 



ERCK TO TOP 


Published by the U.S. Department of State Website at http://www.state.gov maintained by the Bureau of Public Affairs. 



